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SALT CO.  
9/25/22 

 
“Looking Back” 
Acts 2:14-41 

 
This season we’re exploring two big themes and how they go 

together:   
 
Spiritual Fitness & the Practice of the Fine Art of Eldering… 

  
We need our “gym” to do work on this!  

We are in training because we are all needed to accomplish the 
Calvary 2030 Vision’s three key emphases: 

1.    Deliberately elevate our love for God’s word 

2.    Dramatically escalate our Christlike compassion 

3.    Decisively empower our next generation 

   These aspirations are for all of us, and they are best learned and 
practiced in community! And it happens best when the community includes 
generations of God’s people learning and practicing in proximity to each 

other!  

Our goal today is to be encouraged to seek after and experience a 
next level love of God’s word that leads to daily pondering (reading, 
listening, mulling, action). 
 

 The apostle Paul says, “Work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, for it is God who is at work (working out!) within us to will and 
work for His good pleasure (what “spins his bowtie”).  
 

How?  We must first know his good pleasure, right? How can we 
know THAT?  
 

He has told us. And shown us. We can know His heart. The heart of 
our Lord Jesus, right here in His word!  

 



 2 

…which we will need in order to pursue the vision we believe we’re called 
to here at Calvary. Specifically, three callings:  
 
Calvary 2030 VISION Three (intertwined, integrated) callings:  

I. Deliberately elevate our love for God’s word 
II. Dramatically escalate our Christlike compassion 
III. Decisively empower our next generation 

 
So today and the next three SALT CO.s we will synch up with the 

church wide focus on CHURCH NEXT.  
 
Today, we’ll “look back” in the rearview mirror.  

 
We’ve traveled some miles on Route 60+. Let’s think of “looking 

back” as learning to use our REARVIEW MIRRORS well…and how to 
adjust the angle so we can “look back” faithfully and navigate strategically!  

1. Share your name and take a guess how often you’re supposed to 
check your rearview mirror.  

2. What are you supposed to be able to see in your rearview mirror?  
3. Talk about how your rearview mirror informs how you drive.  

SALT TALK  
From a website on DRIVING SAFETY:  
 
+Check your rearview mirror every 5-8 seconds. By constantly 

referencing your rearview mirror, you'll know who is passing you, who has 
already passed you, and who is acting sporadically or dangerously behind 
you. 

 
+If your mirrors aren’t positioned properly, you could have huge blind 

spots, big enough for a truck to fit into. Luckily, you can eliminate blind 
spots completely by learning how to properly position and use your 
vehicle’s mirrors. 

(Are your mirrors positioned correctly?) 

+What you should see: 

• The road behind you. 
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• The horizon line. 
• A little space above the horizon line. 

• Try to see the entire rear window. 

 
Looking back in your rearview mirror is essential to giving you a 

complete picture of “reality”: who is tail gating you; how fast the flow of 
traffic is; and is like a visual puzzle piece to help you get an ongoing sense 
of “where you are in space”, that prepares you for your next turn. If you only 
had side mirrors and a windshield you’d miss some important pieces of the 
terrain-and the perspective of how far you’ve come how fast you are going.  
 
 Of course, what we mean by looking back in our rearview mirrors is 
about remembering.  

 
“The word remember is found at least 240 times in the Old and New 
Testament”.   

 
 Two things about remembering: 

1. To re-member is to re-connect. To re-live. Re-experience.  
Pastor Shawn last weekend pointed out that looking back is 
crucially important to preparing to look ahead.  
 

2. Christian and psychiatrist Curt Thompson’s observation explains,  
 

 “We like to say that what we pay attention to we remember, and 
what we remember becomes our anticipated future…that everything 
that we do in the world in fact in some ways is a function of memory.” 

     Curt Thompson M.D. 
 
Jesus’ command, “Do this in remembrance of me…” To re-connect is 

to re-assure, to re-gain confidence, right? The Table looks back AND it 
looks ahead, right? (To the Great Feast at the end of days) 

 
SO, how we angle our rearview mirrors matters…HOW we look back 

will affect what we see up ahead.  
 
In other words, HOW we remember will shape our expectations of 

what we anticipate in the future-and whether we see the future through 
RESURRECTION GLASS . 
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It’s like having our rearview mirror angled to reflect only the ground 

where we’ve fallen/been bruised and broken… distorts our view through the 
windshield-we find ourselves staring only at the road instead of the full 
panorama of what’s ahead. To put this more personally, the stories we tell 
ourselves are about our worthlessness and helplessness have us looking 
“down” rather than up ahead. 

 
 If we don’t remember or KNOW all the ways that God has been 

faithful to us in the past, including to our spiritual ancestors, we will miss 
the full reality of what we are seeing out our windshield.  

 
(We’ll come back to this at the conclusion with some “exercises” that 

will help us be able to drive on!) 
 

We look back to remember we’ve been delivered from our sins,  
how God has been with us, especially in the ROUGH terrain… 

 
Peter’s sermon in Acts 2 serves as an example of the vital 

importance of re-membering =staying connected with God’s Story to 
discern the meaningfulness of what God is doing today and having hope for 
tomorrow.  
 

Peter preaches, “We see how Jesus is the fulfillment of the 
promises to King David and the prophet Joel along with others.”  
 

Joel said,  
 “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  
       (Acts 2:21) 
 
What does this look like? To be “saved”? To answer this you have to 

look back in a well angled rearview mirror positioned on the windshield 
made of resurrection glass. 

 
Have a look at this video from The Bible Project that helps us.  

 
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/messiah/ 

New Testament scholar NT Wright is quoted in our small group NEXT 
curriculum,   

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/messiah/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/messiah/
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 “Being saved doesn’t just mean, as it does for many today, going to 
heaven when they die. It means ‘knowing God’s rescuing power, the power 
revealed in Jesus, which anticipates, in the present, God’s final great act of 
deliverance- [ in Acts 2] Peter emphasizes salvation as a present reality as 
well as a future hope.”  
 

Being saved then can be experienced as remembering/present 
awareness/anticipation of the future. Looking back I can see that I am in 
Act Five of a Six Act play, in which Act Six is the New Creation for which I, 
and we, are being formed in the present, now, today.  We experience 
“salvation” as getting clearer and clearer about my true self and purpose in 
the work of the kingdom. I experience salvation as my head hitting the 
pillow at the end of the day perhaps exhausted but glad.  
 

The name “JESUS” means “GOD SAVES”.  
 
 Let’s talk about re-membering in order to look ahead.  

 
- Why is it important to remember (His) Story when we are also 
remembering our own stories?  
 
-How does reflecting on God’s past goodness help us during difficult 
times?  
 
-*bonus question:  -Pastor Shawn talked about “looking back, looking 
up, and looking forward.” Explain the benefit of each of these 
elements. 
 
-Share an example of how you have seen this process work during a 
circumstance of your life.  

 
We are “training for reigning” with HIM right NOW. 
 

FOR THE GYM:  
Looking back creates energy for the present and for the future.  The 

“rubber band” illustration; reflecting on how God was present then, in 
specific ways “energizes” our sense of confidence in His presence 
therefore with us today, and into the future (pull back on the rubber band 
and let fly a little piece of folded paper- probably don’t try this with your 
grandkids.) Note the effort of pulling “back”, it’s its own sort of “workout”.  
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1. If you are in a small group you may already have done this 

Spiritual Map exercise from the CALVARY NEXT Curriculum. If 
you don’t have the CALVARY NEXT booklet-take this half sheet 
home and set some time aside to “look back” and remember how 
God has been with you in the past.  If you’ve already done this-
read it a few more times this week and savor these memories as a 
way to tuck them into your mind SO THAT when you are thinking 
about your future you can anticipate His faithfulness up ahead too. 

 
2.  “Think about your relationship with God. Look back at how you 

came to Christ, how your life has changed, and how God has 
walked with you as you have grown in Him. Write down three or 
four milestones and the names of several essential people in your 
spiritual journey. Then, joyfully thank God for those moments and 
those people.” These are “Emmanuel Moments” 

 
Maybe tell the Sister Mary Ann Foy assignment story- re-membering 

makes for noticing His presence now, and anticipating His being with me, 
us tomorrow.  
 
Blessing 
 

We are forgetful people. It takes effort and practice to remember 
God’s presence with us in the past and in the present so we trust Him to be 
around the next bend too.  BUT GOD..is not forgetful.  Scripture is full of 
assurances that our God is a remembering God...he NEVER forgets us. 
So, go in confidence-the Lord will remember you as you head into whatever 
is ahead for you on Route 60+ this week. 
 
 


