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SALT CO 
12/11/22 

 
“Don’t Wait to Celebrate!” 

“Then I saw a new heaven and new earth… And I saw the holy city, the 
new Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 

for her husband…And the one seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am 
making all things new.’”  Revelation 21:1-7 

 
This season we’re exploring two big themes and how they go together:   

 
Spiritual Fitness & the Practice of the Fine Art of Eldering… 

  
We need our “gym” to do work on this!  

We are in training because we are all needed to accomplish the 
Calvary 2030 Vision’s three key emphases: 

1.    Deliberately elevate our love for God’s word 

2.    Dramatically escalate our Christlike compassion 

3.    Decisively empower our next generation 

   These aspirations are for all of us, and they are best learned and 
practiced in community! And it happens best when the community includes 
generations of God’s people learning and practicing in proximity to each 

other!  

Today we’re going to talk about eldering as the practice of 
celebration.  
 

Perfect timing. It’s Advent! Which means “coming”.  
 

Think on this a moment. Actually, we live in between two Advents. 
The first coming was 2,000 years ago when God fulfilled His promise to 
come be with His people. He came in a surprising, unassuming way. This is 
the story of Christmas. God is Emmanuel, which means God with us! 
Amen!! God has come! Jesus made it clear after His resurrection victory 
over sin, death and evil, that He will come again, the word PAROUSIA 
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actually means to “appear” again to COMPLETE WHAT HE BEGAN IN HIS 
INCARNATION…TO REDEEM AND RESTORE ALL OF HIS CREATION.   

 
TO make all things new.  
THAT means you and I live in the awkward in between where things 

are not YET all together. Amen?  We live between the NOW and the NOT 
YET. 
 

We can feel it! 
 

Most days we are sorely aware that things are not as God intends. 
Relationships fall apart and the joy drains out. Our bodies breakdown and 
the repair work is costly and painful. And although, we know in Christ that 
death has lost its sting -in this in between time- we still feel the pain. 
Corruption gets exposed in trusted institutions and environmental 
degradation outpaces the complicated and controversial efforts toward its 
restoration…Wars ravage lives and land.   
 

It can get discouraging!  BUT…as Christians we know a second 
ADVENT is coming…and right in the midst of the NOT YET season of 
waiting we can celebrate NOW God’s promise. In a way celebrating 
between ADVENTS is an act of defiance against what might otherwise 
cause us to give up hope. 
 

Today we’re going to practice celebration as another way to “elder”. 
We’re going to explore what Jay and Katherine Wolf in their book Suffer 
Strong call, “Joyful Rebellion”!  
 

Many of you know this story and maybe even heard Katherine speak 
here at Calvary. For those who don’t…Jay and Katherine were pursuing 
their dreams in L.A., she as a model, he as a lawyer. Their son was six 
months old when Katherine collapsed, suffering a massive brain stem 
stroke. Defying every prognosis, Katherine and Jay struggled together as 
she relearned to talk and eat and walk, and to discover renewed purpose, 
and a “new normal” encouraging the rest of us to suffer strong, which 
includes the defiant act of celebration. It’s an inspiring read for those of us 
navigating the ever-changing terrain on Route 60+! 
 

 Kathrine coined the phrase, “Don’t Wait to Celebrate!”  
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Last September when my mom’s doctor found out her 101st birthday 
was on Oct 17—the doctor suggested we might want to “celebrate sooner”.  
So we gathered on Oct 5th..  
 

Mom passed peacefully into the Lord’s presence on the 12th. That 
meant that for the whole week before she died the staff saw balloons tied to 
her bed and wished her a happy birthday! She loved it.  
 

We are so glad we didn’t wait to celebrate! 
 

Our Lord calls us to celebrate what Katherine and Jay Wolf call “IN 
THE MIDST OF”. Katherine writes,  
 

“I’ll always remember when [Sarah] called with news everyone 
dreads. ‘It’s cancer,’ she cried over her dad’s unexpected diagnosis. The 
shock and surprise of it hit their tight-knit family hard. But what they did 
next is something I’ve never heard done before. They threw a ‘tribulation 
party’ in their home that very night. This impromptu gathering was full of 
good food and drink and friends. It was full of laughs and tears. And the 
prayer throughout was thank You. Their gratitude was not for the cancer, of 
course, but they were thankful to have a God who wouldn’t leave them to 
face cancer alone. They prayed for healing and for patience and for God’s 
presence to be real and for faithfulness and for their suffering to be a 
testament to God’s strength.” (p. 58) 
 

Sarah’s dad came through that illness. Which gave them another 
reason to gather to celebrate.  

 
There are all kinds of reasons and ways to celebrate.  
 
Most of us remember the great humorist Erma Bombeck…she wrote 

a piece that “went viral” in an era before email, twitter and facebook!  See if 
this excerpt rings a bell: 
 
The title of the piece is, “If I Had to Live My Life Over”: 
 
“… I would have burned the pink candle sculpted like a rose before it 
melted in storage. I would have talked less and listened more. I would have 
invited friends over to dinner even if the carpet was stained, or the sofa 
faded. I would have eaten the popcorn in the ‘good’ living room and worried 
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much less about the dirt when someone wanted to light a fire in the 
fireplace. …I would have sat on the lawn with my kids, even if it meant 
grass stains.” 
 
 In other words don’t wait to celebrate. Celebrate well.  
 

Practicing celebration in between the first and second Advents of our 
Lord involves at least five essentials: 

 
1. Learn to celebrate the process before you get the outcome you 

desire! (Suffer Strong p. 57). 
-Katherine reflecting on what happens at a “brokenness brunch” 

writes, “When you look another human in the eyes and see how 
they’ve found strength in the face of suffering, it makes you sit up with 
a little more hope.” (p. 60) We celebrate that the God who came in 
Jesus to dwell among us…promises “He is with us” in the Holy Spirit 
until he appears again.  AND…we’re in this together- the gift of each 
other’s presence. Which leads to… 

 
2. Celebration Completes Our Worship 

-  Dallas Willard wrote about the close connection between 
celebration and worship; that we enjoy ourselves, our life, our world in 
conjunction with our faith and confidence in God’s greatness, beauty 
and goodness. In this way celebration completes our worship. We 
come together with others who know God to eat, drink, sing and 
dance, to share our stories of His grace. We do this around tables, 
here, at home, in restaurants, anywhere! Celebration draws our 
worship down into our everyday hope.  

 
3. Celebration is the “great act of transcending despair”. It is an act of 

defiance  
-Just a few hours before my father passed we were gathered 

with my mom to wait. Our silence was interrupted by the caregiver 
rolling my dad in his wheel-chair out into the living room. He had a 
smile on his face. I said, “Pop, what are you doing?” He asked me, 
“Do you have a beer?” It was something my dad and I shared 
when we got together. There was one left in the back of the fridge. 
I poured it into six glasses. Dad said, “Someone make a toast”. He 
asked if anyone had a camera for a group shot. Looking back, I 
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see what he was doing. He gave us a great gift. He wanted to 
celebrate life with his family. That was my dad eldering.  

 
In celebration we defy becoming defined by what is happening, 

even in the valley of the shadow, especially when we are in the 
valley of the shadow!  

 
Because the Lord is our shepherd. We shall not lack. He 

restores our souls. He is with us. His rod and staff comfort us. He 
anoints our heads with oil and makes our cup to overflow. Goodness 
and mercy follow us all the days of our lives. And we shall dwell in His 
house forever.  

   
4. In celebration we remember the future.   

- It is very much a “spiritual discipline” (DUMBBELLS). So the 
Table our Lord set for His followers in the Upper Room is 
something we are commanded to practice often. (Set up this 
scene, unpack what Jesus is showing them, us about why, how, 
where, when we “do this”). At that Table He points His friends to 
the day when they will drink the cup anew in the kingdom of God. 
We’re given a picture of what it will be like. It will be like a wedding 
feast!  John described it like this:  

 
 “Then I saw a new heaven and new earth; for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.  And I saw the holy 
city, the new Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as 
a bride for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,  

‘See, the home of God is among mortals.  
He will dwell with them; 
They will be His peoples,  
and God Himself will be with them;  
He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,  
for the first things have passed away.’ 

And the one seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’”   
  Revelation 21: 1-7 

 
So, we learn to practice the art of “joyful rebellion” when we don’t wait 

to celebrate. And here’s the very cool thing,  
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5. Celebration is a pleasure to practice!!  

-Everyone grab a snow ball. On three we are going to have a 
friendly snowball fight for one minute. Ready? GO! 

 
Segue to our Feast use this time to do a TABLE TALK while you 

break bread together.  
 

1. Share a time when you enjoyed being a guest at a celebration 
that was memorable.  What was the purpose of that 
celebration? 

 
2. Share a time when you hosted a celebration that was  

 
Blessing and Prayer 
 
 


