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SALT CO. 
11/13/22 

 
Exploring the 2030 Core Values 

Life Change Happens in Relationship 
“Abide in Me as I abide among you.” 

John 15:4 
 

This season we’re exploring two big themes and how they go 
together:   

 
Spiritual Fitness & the Practice of the Fine Art of Eldering… 

  
We need our “gym” to do work on this!  

We are in training because we are all needed to accomplish the 
Calvary 2030 Vision’s three key emphases: 

1.    Deliberately elevate our love for God’s word 

2.    Dramatically escalate our Christlike compassion 

3.    Decisively empower our next generation 

   These aspirations are for all of us, and they are best learned and 
practiced in community! And it happens best when the community includes 
generations of God’s people learning and practicing in proximity to each 

other!  

Our goal today is to be encouraged to seek after and experience a 
next level love of God’s word that leads to daily pondering (reading, 
listening, mulling, action). 
 

 The apostle Paul says, “Work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, for it is God who is at work (working out!) within us to will and 
work for His good pleasure (what “spins his bowtie”).  
 

How?  We must first know his good pleasure, right? How can we 
know THAT?  
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He has told us. And shown us. We can know His heart. The heart of 
our Lord Jesus, right here in His word!  

We need to work out in our “gym” to help us help others (including 
next generation people) at our church grow in maturity, which is, in part, 
what we mean by “eldering”.   

 
Today we consider Calvary’s 2030 Vision Core Values: 

 
Calvary Community Church’s Core Values 
 
 It’s all about Jesus 
 God’s people delight in God’s word 
 Life change happens in relationship 
  
 Found people find people 
 Saved people serve people 
 Grateful people are giving people 
 

The prayer at the back of our Calvary 2030 Vision includes this:  
 
 “We ask that you would grow us deeper as a church, that all would be 
brought to maturity. Our desire is to be made more and more into the 
image and likeness of your Son, Jesus, and we ask you for the faith, 
courage, humility and patience to see that happen in our lives. We want to 
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  
 

This is a prayer for [life change] profound transformation. How does 
this happen?? 

 
 First, let’s meet the folks around our tables… 
 

1. Share your name, what do you do that refreshes, retools, refuels 
you?  
 

2. Think of someone who has encouraged you in your faith. (i.e. the 
person who first shared the gospel with you; who modeled for you 
how a follower of Jesus acts in daily life; who taught the Bible in a 
way that helped you understand who Jesus and how you can relate 
personally to Him; who inspired you to use your gifts to serve others) 
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SALT TALK  
 

As you have heard the roll out of the Calvary 2030 VISION, you know 
that Calvary’s first Core Value is that it’s all about Jesus. The second Core 
Value is God’s people delight in God’s word.  
  

Pastor Brian put two basic goals on the screen:  
1. Listen to what God says (this happens when we raise our level of 

love for God’s word) 
2. Do it.  

 
Simple enough, and yet… 

 
How does this actually come about? How do these become our “core 

values” (matters of our own hearts)? I’ve been in ministry long enough, 
done enough long-range visioning to know that saying it does not make it 
so. How does this come about?  Is it by sheer force of our will power? No. 
Our will power is actually fairly weak and inconsistent. Notice what happens 
to your will power when you get sick or are “hangry”.  
 

There is something more powerful needed and at work.  
 

A key insight from brain science helps us (we’ve been discussing this 
the past two SALT CO’S), and here is the blank fill in on my email to you 
all:  
 

“The force that changes human character is relational” 
Jim Wilder, Renovated,  

 
In fact, this is Calvary’s 2030 third Core Value! “Life change happens 

through relationship.”  
 
Brain scientists use the term “attachment” to describe the power of 

relationship.   
 
 
Maybe you’ve noticed the buzz around attachment and attachment 

theory in recent years…I read somewhere that it’s the most researched 
word on the internet!  Attachment theory posits that our attachment style (in 
our infancy and early childhood) determines the quality of our relationships 
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for the rest of our lives…and we now know the brain can be rewired for 
those with anxious, avoidant or disorganized attachment styles-- who did 
not experience secure attachment with their mother or other consistent 
care giver—and shift (with a lot of hard work and good guidance) toward 
what is called “earned secure attachment” and healthier relationships, as 
adults! This is awesome good news! 

 
 This how God answers the prayer we just prayed, “Our desire is to be 
made more and more into the image and likeness of your Son, Jesus, and 
we ask you for the faith, courage, humility and patience to see that happen 
in our lives.” 

 
What brain scientists call “attachment”---biblical theologians call 

HESED (the Old Testament Hebrew word) and AGAPE (the New 
Testament Greek word). Both words are usually translated as “love”, but 
the problem is the word “love” has been so misused and misunderstood. 
Hesed and Agape carry rich, fresh relational meaning for us.  
  

-Hesed is a robust word but hard to translate. We invented a word, 
“lovingkindness”(NASB). We also use “steadfast love of the Lord” or “loyal 
kindness” (NET), or “faithful love” (NLT). It has about it the sense of, as this 
is put in one important book:  
 
HESED 
“…an enduring connection that brings life and all good things into a 
relationship. Hesed is a kind and loyal care for the well-being of another.”  
       The Other Half of Church 
 

Think about the people who came to mind when we talked at our 
tables who encouraged us in our faith. My bet is we felt a bond with them 
as they shared their lives. There still is a sense of connection with them, 
even over many years.  

Hesed/Agape is our “relational glue”.   
 

Hesed/Agape are not fast words. 
 

Nor are they tech words—in some ways our uses of technology have 
degraded the quality of our relational connections and our relational 
development—and undermined our inclination and capacity for building 
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enduring connections that build kind loyal care for the well-being of 
others—even sometimes in our families. 

 
Hesed and agape describe of a quality of relationship and of 

community.   
 

It is like the gro-power of a flourishing community. 
 
 So, let’s explore this at our tables. We’re going to do a “workout”, a 
spiritual exercise. Maybe it’ll feel a little awkward, that’s okay! Ask any 
coach, this is how we get in “shape”! 
 

Take some time around your tables to consider some familiar 
scriptures from the New Testament. through the relational lens of 
Hesed/Agape. 
 

1. Take turns reading these verses out loud to each other. Read 
each passage three times.  
 

2. Allow a pause between the readings before the next one. Take 
your time.  

 
3. Hear these as expressions of God’s desire to bond with you. How 

does this affect you? Share your insights.  
 
4. Bonus: talk about what it was like to hear the readings and your 

table’s reflections on the readings.   
 

 
“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 

distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword…?”  
(Romans 8:35)  
   

“Abide in me as I abide in you…” (John 15:4) 
   

“Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 
all things…” (I Cor. 13:7) 
   

“He who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him” (I Cor. 6:17) 
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“…you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may be 
able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and 

height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses 
knowledge, so that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.” (Eph. 

3:18-19) 
 

 “As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so 
that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have 
given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 
(John 17:21-22) 
 
 “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I 
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30) 
 
 Have you ever wondered why Jesus came at the time of history that 
he did?  Wouldn’t it have been more efficient to save the world with a good 
PR team and a great TWITTER handle…not to mention FB and people 
could watch video clips of the miracles and fact checked the Pharisees in 
real time?  Think of how quickly the gospel might have been spread on the 
“world wide web”! 
 
 But no! Jesus came two thousand years ago and walked the dusty 
roads of Palestine at about 3 mph… (Reminds me of a book entitled Three 
Mile an Hour God) 
 

He knew what he was doing. He came to embody what it looks like, 
sounds like and feels like to be in a securely attached relationship! He 
knows that our devices-no matter how advanced—cannot begin to replicate 
the effects of face to face hesed/agape love. 
 

Here’s where insights from the last 25 years of brain science merged 
with spiritual formation can help us! 
 

We now know that our brains draw life from our strongest 
relational attachments to grow our character and form our identity. 
Who we love shapes who we are and who we are BECOMING. Our 
brains are designed AND PREWIRED to use attachments to form AND 
transform us.  
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 “Attachment is the strongest force in the human brain.”  

(Michel Hendricks) 
 

Wouldn’t it be amazing if we could have had those face to face 
experiences the disciples had with Jesus? Here’s where our tech can 
sometimes give a boost to our faithful imaginations. 
 

We’ve all seen a lot of attempts to depict the life of Jesus on screen 
and it isn’t always compelling and can at worst be a bit cheesy…but we 
found the series The Chosen- the largest crowd source funded media 
production in history-- was especially helpful to imagine how Jesus related 
to the disciples and others in ways that clearly produce the kind of bond 
that changed lives. Seeing these familiar scriptures enacted has been 
helpful to many in “knowing and relating to Jesus.”  Maybe some of you 
watched Season 1 and 2 on TV or the website Angel Studios?  

 
Let’s take a look at the trailer, notice as you watch HOW Jesus 

relates to and bonds people to himself: 
 

THE CHOSEN TRAILER 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y7z868kEl5s  
 

So, let’s close with this…the universal question even among the most 
devoted followers of Jesus is again: YBH? Yes but how? How do we 
deepen our relationship to the Lord?  Like any other relationship… 
 

We fumble forward…together. 
 

I’ll close with this statement from Dallas Willard that I found very 
freeing and helpful.    

Lead by example, even if you stumble 

The ultimate apologetic—that is to say, the ultimate lifter of doubt—is 
the believer acting in faith in an interactive life with God. That’s it. People 
need to see individuals living in daily interaction with the kingdom of the 
heavens: praying and saying. If we want to really attack doubt, what we 
have to attack is our own hesitancy to step up. And don’t respond to that by 
saying, “But I am afraid I will be made a fool!” The biggest fools are those 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y7z868kEl5s
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who do nothing, because they are afraid they will be seen as fools. And of 
course, that just testifies to their faith. The disciples were willing at least to 
be fools, weren’t they? They got out there on a limb, sawed it off, and hit 
the ground, and they didn’t even have to try to memorize that lesson. They 
knew it without memorizing it. That is what life does. Pain is a great 
teacher. 

     Jesus modeled how to share weakness. Think of him in the garden 
before his arrest. He didn’t hide his pain from his disciples. The apostle 
Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “I came to you in weakness with great fear 
and trembling…”” and “If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show 
my weakness (2 Cor. 11:30). Paul learned this kind of leadership from 
Jesus. (2 Cor. 12:9-10).     

Dallas Willard, The Allure of Gentleness: Defending the Faith in the 
Manner of Jesus 

In other words, Jesus invites us to fumble forward, aka “walk the talk”, 
because, as someone has pointed out, walking is really a controlled fall.  

This is expressed in the 4th, 5th and 6th Core Values: Found people 

find people, Saved people serve people. Grateful people are giving people. 

 Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 
abide [attached!] in me and I [attached] in them bear much fruit…”  

 
It’s [THIS]! 
 
We can express lovingkindness because God first expressed 

lovingkindness to us!  
 
Prayer and Blessing 
“We ask that you would grow us deeper as a church, that all would be 
brought to maturity. Our desire is to be made more and more into the 
image and likeness of your Son, Jesus, and we ask you for the faith, 
courage, humility and patience to see that happen in our lives. We want to 
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  
 
 
 

https://link.biblegateway.com/click/29480601.11568/aHR0cHM6Ly9iaWJsZWdhdGV3YXkuY2hyaXN0aWFuYm9vay5jb20vYWxsdXJlLWdlbnRsZW5lc3MtZGVmZW5kaW5nLWZhaXRoLW1hbm5lci1qZXN1cy9kYWxsYXMtd2lsbGFyZC85NzgwMDYyMTE0MDk5L3BkLzIxMTQwOTk/5ef52f725978ae450547e093Bd4dc14da
https://link.biblegateway.com/click/29480601.11568/aHR0cHM6Ly9iaWJsZWdhdGV3YXkuY2hyaXN0aWFuYm9vay5jb20vYWxsdXJlLWdlbnRsZW5lc3MtZGVmZW5kaW5nLWZhaXRoLW1hbm5lci1qZXN1cy9kYWxsYXMtd2lsbGFyZC85NzgwMDYyMTE0MDk5L3BkLzIxMTQwOTk/5ef52f725978ae450547e093Bd4dc14da
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	Lead by example, even if you stumble

