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SALT CO. 
10/9/22 

 
Our Next Level Love of God’s Word 

“For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-
edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing the soul and spirit, joints and 
marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12) 
 
   This season we’re exploring two big themes and how they go 
together:   

 
Spiritual Fitness & the Practice of the Fine Art of Eldering… 

  
We need our “gym” to do work on this!  

We are in training because we are all needed to accomplish the 
Calvary 2030 Vision’s three key emphases: 

1.    Deliberately elevate our love for God’s word 

2.    Dramatically escalate our Christlike compassion 

3.    Decisively empower our next generation 

   These aspirations are for all of us, and they are best learned and 
practiced in community! And it happens best when the community includes 
generations of God’s people learning and practicing in proximity to each 

other!  

Our goal today is to be encouraged to seek after and experience a 
next level love of God’s word that leads to daily pondering (reading, 
listening, mulling, action). 
 

 The apostle Paul says, “Work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, for it is God who is at work (working out!) within us to will and 
work for His good pleasure (what “spins his bowtie”).  
 

How?  We must first know his good pleasure, right? How can we 
know THAT?  
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He has told us. And shown us. We can know His heart. The heart of 
our Lord Jesus, right here in His word!  
 
SALT TALK  
 

Let’s start with why we want to raise the level of our love for God’s 
word- the Bible. First thing to say about the Bible, is that it has “authority”.  
N.T. Wright puts it this way:  
 
  “’Authority of scripture’, when unpacked, offers a picture of God’s 
sovereign and saving plan for the entire cosmos, dramatically inaugurated 
by Jesus himself and now to implemented through the Spirit-led life of the 
church precisely as the scripture-reading community.”  

(Scripture and the Authority of God, p. 115-116)  
  

We will be doing that kind of “reading” today.  
 

God’s authority gets worked out through His people= the Church, us. 
Hearing His word together is crucial to being able to do His good 
pleasure… 
 
This is a summary from the Bible Project on Public Reading of Scripture:  

“There are many benefits to reading the Bible aloud with your 
community. When we read a whole section of Scripture at once, we 
can better understand the overarching message. Another benefit is 
that hearing engages our thoughts, memory, and attention in a 
different way than reading does. As modern Christians, we tend to 
focus on individual reflection, but reading the Bible in community 
gives us the opportunity to observe and apply the truth of Scripture 
more than we could on our own. It can also provide deeper study, 
insight, and structure.” 

  
 

So, we’ve got a workout routine planned for this morning with 
different exercises.  
 

First, we will hear the scripture…John 1: 1-18 read aloud to us. 
 Notice what you are experiencing as well as what you are thinking. God’s 
word says and does things. The word of the Lord is like a sharp knife says 
Hebrews 4:12-13. Content and dynamic. Addressing our whole person. So, 
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you can even feel its effects in your body as well as having impressions 
that lead into thoughts in your brain.  

 
Then we will put our minds together by sharing our impressions and 

thoughts about the scripture with each other. Together we share our minds 
with GOD’S MIND as we practice the public reading of Scripture. 
 
Read John 1:1-18. 
 

1. What did you experience as you heard this Word read? 
 

2. What thoughts did the reading evoke in you? 
 

3. What does hearing this Word lead you to do? 
 

 
I hope you gleaned some great insights from each other. 

 
Our next exercise in today’s work out will be to listen and watch a 

teaching of this same passage.  This is from our Bible Project friends. 
 
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/john-1/   
 
 Practicing the Fine Art of Eldering means to that we continue in our 
own discovery of this God who knows and wants to be known through His 
word. Knowing in the Bible is not just an intellectual exercise.  
 

Last Sunday Pastor Brian Howard encouraged us to elevate our 
engagement with God’s Word with both- affection and knowledge, as the 
Bereans exemplified this. Notice—this is what might be called WHOLE 
BRAIN knowing…that reflects an integration of both our right hemisphere 
and left hemisphere engagement. 

  
“Affection” in brain science lingo could be called “attachment”. When 

we cultivate a love for our LORD and remember as we read that this is how 
we come to better KNOW him—we will read it as a conversation with Him 
and will receive it differently than if we approach it primarily as a text to 
analyze. 
 

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/john-1/
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There is an increasing awareness that the last 500 years in the West 
(including in the church) that our Left Hemisphere disposition toward 
knowing has been in, what Psychiatrist Iain McGilchrist calls “overdrive”. 
Dr. McGilchrist has devoted much of his life’s work radically re-thinking 
what we thought we knew about the distinctions between the Left and Right 
Hemispheres. 
 

Let’s take a few minutes to hear a brief excerpt from a conversation 
with Dr. McGilchrist about his book The Master and The Emissary.   
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hK7XG3t2nFg 
 

So, we are rediscovering in some ways and cultivating practices that 
help us engage the bible with our WHOLE BRAINS---the Bible can be read 
devotionally but it’s more than a devotional manual—it is ALSO a MISSION 
MANUEL with a rich history and incredible complexity that requires rigorous 
thinking and analysis---to equip us to participate in God’s cosmic rescue 
plan!  
 

Circle back to NT Wright on what the authority of God exercised in 
our Bibles is for: 
 

 “It is the sovereign rule of God sweeping through creation to judge 
and to heal. It is the powerful love of God in Jesus Christ, putting sin to 
death and launching new creation. It is the fresh, bracing and energizing 
wind of the Spirit.” (Scripture and the Authority of God, p. 31) 
 

This inspires “working out”, doesn’t it?!  Let’s continue to work out in 
our daily lives and not ever neglect our gathering together in worship and at 
SALT CO…to continue our spiritual fitness training as we refine our calling 
to the fine of eldering. 

 
Prayer and Blessing.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hK7XG3t2nFg

