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1 Jesus returned to the Mount of Olives, 
2 but early the next morning he was back 
again at the Temple. A crowd soon gathered, 
and he sat down and taught them. 3 As he 
was speaking, the teachers of religious law 
and the Pharisees brought a woman who 
had been caught in the act of adultery. 
They put her in front of the crowd.

4 “Teacher,” they said to Jesus, “this woman 
was caught in the act of adultery. 5 The law of 
Moses says to stone her. What do you say?”

6 They were trying to trap Him into saying 
something they could use against Him, but 
Jesus stooped down and wrote in the dust with 
his finger. 7 They kept demanding an answer, 
so he stood up again and said,

“Let the one who has never sinned throw the first stone…”

“All right, but let the one who has never 
sinned throw the first stone!” 8 Then he 
stooped down again and wrote in the dust.

9 When the accusers heard this, they slipped 
away one by one, beginning with the oldest, 
until only Jesus was left in the middle of the 
crowd with the woman. 10 Then Jesus stood 
up again and said to the woman, “Where 
are your accusers? Didn’t even one of them 
condemn you?”

11 “No, Lord,” she said.

And Jesus said, “Neither do I. 
Go and sin no more.”

J O H N  8
—

V .  1 – 1 1

A  W O M A N  C A U G H T  I N  A D U L T E R Y 



50

T A K E  5
—

W E E K  4

M
O

N
 
 
 John 8:1–11

As we learn about the woman taken in adultery and the religious leaders, we see how 
humankind is gripped by sins such as hypocrisy, self-righteousness, judgmentalism, 
selfishness, and adultery. We might even notice that these same issues are still a reality 
today because many in our world live in darkness without a Godly purpose.

In Chapter 8, Jesus reveals Himself to be the Light of the World, the One who offers 
freedom, forgiveness, meaning, and purpose to every life. While the truth is that we 
are all sinners, God provides each of us grace through our faith relationship with Jesus! 
Take a few minutes and talk to God about your relationship with Him. Thank Him for 
His love and forgiveness through the bloodshed of Jesus.

In this interaction we see a sharp contrast of lives. We see Jesus being quiet, 
compassionate, and worshipful, contrasted with the turbulent, self-centered, and 
judgmental lives of the religious leaders. Note that Jesus began His teaching early in 
the morning. It says that people “Kept coming to Him,” and He “Kept teaching them.” His 
mission in life was worshipping God, teaching, and ministering to people.  

This is such a beautiful picture of Jesus. He demonstrated how we should all walk 
through life: worshipping God, teaching, and ministering to people—the essence of 
‘truth and grace.’  We all need to know the truth, and we all need the ministry of grace. 
Pray today: “God, give us the capacity to live and love like Jesus. May we worship you by serving 
others through our words and deeds.”
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John 8:1–2
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Sin—Not a subject we like to talk about. The guilt of the woman. The sin of adultery 
that affects so many lives. Under Jewish law, anyone caught in adultery would be 
stoned to death. The guilt of the religious leaders and the public. Their sin of hypocrisy 
and self-righteous pride, claiming they were better than the woman. They even used 
Scripture to attack her and support their right to condemn her. 

Nowhere in this passage do you hear, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” They did not love 
the woman, lead her out of sin, or offer a ministry of restoration and reconciliation to 
God. They did not see her as a beloved child of God. May we see each person as Jesus 
does—worthy of love.

All of us are perfect and without sin. No! Let’s try that again. All of us are sinful and 
guilty of sin. The woman at the well was guilty of a very serious sin. The law said she 
was to be condemned to death. Her accusers and the people were legally justified in 
their charge. It would take a special person to stop the proceedings and even correct 
and rebuke the people.  

Jesus was that special person! “He that is without sin, let him first cast the stone” (vs. 7). 
What a truth! What a shock! No man is without sin. Every one of the men standing 
there knew it, and every one of them was convicted within his conscience. They all 
departed leaving Jesus and the woman alone. “Above all, love each other deeply, 
because love covers over a multitude of sins” (1 Peter 4:8).

Sweet forgiveness! Jesus alone has the right to condemn and forgive. The picture of 
the woman at the well is a picture of every person. No one possesses righteousness 
on his or her own.  Because of this, no one can condemn the woman or anyone else. 
The only righteousness and the only One who is not guilty of sin is Jesus Christ. 
He alone is worthy to stand in judgment, but He offers grace. Amazing grace!

Jesus did not condemn, but gave a second chance: “For God did not send His Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him” ( John 3:17).  Jesus came to 
forgive:  “Neither do I condemn you” (vs. 11).  “For God so loved the world that He gave His one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life” ( John 3:16).
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T E A C H I N G  N O T E S
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S E S S I O N

F O U R

“Why are you
so afraid?”

Matthew 8:26

“As You Find Me”
by Hillsong United

J E S U S 

Q U E S T I O N

W E E K LY

W O R S H I P
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“Even fools are thought wise when 
they keep silent; with their mouths 

shut, they seem intelligent.”

P R O V E R B S  1 7 : 2 8
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The religious leaders see the woman as a pawn in their fight against Jesus, 
and have no regard for her as a person. They see themselves as righteous, 
and the woman sees herself as unrighteous.

    a.   How does Jesus see the woman?

    b.   How does Jesus see the religious leaders?

    c.   What helps us see ourselves and others as Jesus does?

What is happening in the hearts of the different people in John 8:1–11?

    a.   What does the religious leaders’ behavior reveal about their hearts?
    b.   What does the woman’s behavior reveal about her heart?
    c.   What does Jesus’ behavior reveal about His heart? 

D I S C U S S I O N

Q U E S T I O N S

—

INTRODUCTORY QUESTION:  As a child, did you ever break a rule 
and get caught?

Why do you think Jesus addressed the sin of the religious leaders publicly,  
but addressed the woman privately?

Does Jesus’ response to the religious leaders and the woman surprise you? 
Why or why not? 

1

2

3

4
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Jesus practices the ‘no-condemnation and no-approval’ principle. He made it clear 
that He didn’t condemn her (“Neither do I condemn you”) AND He disapproves of her 
actions (“Go and leave your life of sin”). We look at it as an either/or issue, but Jesus 
looks at it as a both/and.

    a.   How does Jesus’ approach help you face and deal with your own sin? 

    b.   Are you more prone to speak truth (being more concerned with being right), 
          or to speak grace (being more concerned with being loving)?

    c.   What practical steps have you found helpful when responding to people in 
          truth and grace when you are in a tough or stressful conversation?  

John 1:14 describes Jesus as being “Full of truth and grace.” This combination is 
evident in how Jesus handles this whole interaction, both with the religious 
leaders and with the woman. 

    a.   What are other examples from Jesus’ life where He demonstrates both 
           grace and truth at the same time?

    b.   How could we demonstrate this combination of truth and grace in 
           situations at home, work, church, or community? 

It is good to be self-aware of things that ‘push our buttons.’ 

    a.   What are some of your ‘triggers’ in conversation that makes you prone 
           to say things that are judgmental, angry, defensive, or condemning?

    b.   What helps you to respond well in challenging situations? 

6

5

There are many people in our culture who have been hurt by the Church 
and felt judged by Christians. They have seen the sins and terrible failures 
of Church leaders and as a result, mistrust God and Christianity. How do 
we convey the goodness and love of God in conversations with them?

7


