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“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 

give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 

 Mark 10:45 



  



High School Ministry, 
 
At Calvary we strive to live and love like Jesus is everything we do, meaning we want to 
live lives that are full of service, selflessness, and confidence. In scripture we see time 
and time again how Jesus served His disciples, with his final act of service being death 
on a cross for their (and our) sins. And if we are to be a church that lives and loves like 
Jesus we need to be willing to serve those around us, both locally and globally.  
 
One practical way that we are able to provide opportunities for High School students to 
serve every year is through our global mission trips.  For that reason high school ministry 
will be doing two mission trips in 2023: Uganda (spring) and Dominican Republic 
(summer). These trips have been selected because of the great ministry that is already 
happening there, the potential for the Gospel to spread through our trip and the 
appropriateness of the trip for teenagers. We are so excited that we have an 
opportunity to partake in these four trips again this year and get to carry out a part of 
bringing the name of Jesus to the nations.  
 
In this packet you will find answers to questions about the Dominican Republic trip with 
respect to cost, fundraising, applications and many other topics. We hope to have 
provided you with an exciting, yet realistic picture of what this trip will be like.  
 
The most important thing, however, is that you feel God’s call for you to be a part of this 
team. Many people worry about whether they will be able to go on a mission trip, 
particularly when it comes to the cost. My encouragement to you would be to spend 
time in prayer and ask God for clarity. If after prayerful consideration you believe that 
He says, “go”, go! You will never know how incredible God’s provision is until you take a 
step of faith to trust him. If God calls you to go, He will provide the resources to make it 
happen.  
 
Mission trips are life changing, both for the people we serve and for the members of the 
team that goes. That being said, please know this trip will stretch you and at times place 
you way outside your comfort zone. We believe that this is a good thing and will grow 
your trust in Christ. In high school ministry we talk a lot about the idea of “next steps” in 
your relationship with Jesus, and I wonder if you would consider whether a mission trip 
this year might be your next step. If it is, then it is time for you to follow Jesus to the 
nations. It will be exciting, stressful, eye opening, and at times uncomfortable, but 
because Jesus is at the center of it I guarantee that it will be life changing.  
 
God Bless, 
 
Aaron Kajumba 
High School Pastor 
Calvary Community Church 

 
 



Project Manana 
 

Project Mañana has been working in the Villa González community of San Pablo since 
October 2012 and currently provides a nutritious meal to over 220 children each day 
through our nutrition project (as child sponsorship increases, we will open space for 
more children). In addition, Project Mañana has distributed over 300 water purification 
systems; providing 15,658,500 gallons of clean water each year through our clean water 
project.  
 
In August 2014, Project Mañana opened the very first school in San Pablo and is 
providing a solid education through our education project to 87 children. Project 
Mañana also hosts sports outreach programs, children ministry (Vacation Bible School 
camps), sexual purity and education groups for teenage girls, and is working one-on-one 
with several families to help them break the cycle of poverty. Biannually, we host 
medical clinics with American doctors, dentists, and medical professionals; which 
provide free services to the community. 
 

Dominican Republic 

The Dominican Republic (Spanish: República Dominicana [reˈpuβlika ðominiˈkana]) is 
a sovereign state occupying the eastern five-eighths of the island of Hispaniola, in 
the Greater Antilles archipelago in the Caribbean region. The western three-eighths of 
the island is occupied by the nation of Haiti, making Hispaniola one of two Caribbean 
islands, along with Saint Martin, that are shared by two countries. Both by area and 
population the Dominican Republic is the second-largest Caribbean nation (after Cuba), 
with 48,445 square kilometres (18,705 sq mi) and 10.08 million people, of which 
approximately three million live in the metropolitan area of Santo Domingo, the capital 
city. 

The Dominican Republic has the ninth largest economy in Latin America and is the 
largest economy in the Caribbean and Central American region. Though long known for 
agriculture and mining, the economy is now dominated by services. Nevertheless, 
unemployment, government corruption, and inconsistent electric service remain major 
Dominican problems. The country also has "marked income inequality." International 
migration affects the Dominican Republic greatly, as it receives and sends large flows of 
migrants. Mass illegal Haitian immigration and the integration of Dominicans of Haitian 
descent are major issues. A large Dominican diaspora exists, mostly in the United 
States. It contributes to the Dominican Republic's development, sending billions of 
dollars to Dominican families in remittances. 

As of 2014, 57% of the population (5.7 million) identified themselves as Roman 
Catholics and 23% (2.3 million) as Evangelical Protestants (in Latin American, Protestants 
are usually called Evangelicos. 



Cost 

The cost for the trip is $2,500. This includes your flight, visa, accommodation, food, 
transportation and the costs of our ministry to the local population. You will need to 
bring some spending money for food on our travel days as well as any souvenirs you 
would like to purchase. The balance must be paid before the trip begins.   

Please note: our goal is that each team member fundraises the majority, if not all, of 
their trip cost.  This will be done through individual fundraising efforts.  The balance 
after fundraising efforts have concluded must be paid before the trip begins.   

 

Fundraising 

Each trip participant is responsible to raise or pay for the costs associated with the trip. 
Whatever your financial positions, we want each team member to pay at least a portion 
of their trip cost. How much should you give? The $200 deposit is a good start. Think 
about giving in a way that really costs you something. Investing your own finances will 
bring a value to the trip that comes through giving sacrificially.  

For each trip, an online support-raising page is created that is available for each team 
member to send out to family, friends, or co-workers. The page will give an overview of 
the trip and ask people to consider supporting the trip through prayer and/or financial 
support. There will be a box to type your name and the ability for supporters to give by 
credit card.  

We will be training you on how to write your own support letters that you can mail out.  
These will serve as the primary way in which we raise funds and we will expect each 
team member to send out a significant number of letters. 

Any support letter must include the following wording regarding financial support: “It is 
Calvary’s policy that contributions shall not be refunded. Should a particular person not 
participate in the trip, or should the trip be cancelled, all donations received for that trip 
shall be used to pay the expenses of other people participating in the trip, reallocated to 
other mission trips, or reallocated to the general fund, at the discretion of Calvary.”  

 

 

 

 

 



Managed Missions Online Software 

Each Team Member will create a log-in and password to our Managed Missions online 
program when you apply that will allow you to:  

• Track your financial support   
• See significant due dates and the team meeting schedule   
• Track goals or tasks you still have to complete for the trip. It is a good idea to add 

the Managed Missions website and login to your favorites list on your web 
browser so that you can access it easily and remember where it is. 

Key Dates 

Application & Deposit  

Sunday, September 4 – Application opens 

Sunday, September 11 –Informational parent meeting in the high school room following 
the 11am service (optional) 

Sunday, October 2  – Application due date 

Thursday, October 27 - Team members selected & notified by team leaders 

Sunday, November 6 - $200 deposit due and Project Manana Online Form Due (if 
approved for the trip we will email form link to you) 

Team Training    

Please note: team training is mandatory and considered part of the mission trip.  
Failure to attend team trainings may result in your removal from the trip.   

Sunday, November 6 - First Team Meeting with parents & students 12:30 – 2:30pm 
(lunch provided) at Calvary  

Sunday, March 5– Second Team Meeting with students 12:30 – 2:30pm (lunch provided) 
at Calvary  

Friday, April 21-22  – Team Overnight 5:00pm – 10:30am location TBD 

Saturday, May 6 – Forth Team Meeting with students 9:00am – 2:30pm (bring money 
for lunch) at Calvary but we are going in Vans to Children’s Hunger Fund  

Sunday, June 11– Final Team Meeting with parents & students 12:30 – 2:30pm (lunch 
provided) at Calvary 

 



Key Dates Continued 

Trip   

Tuesday, July 4– Gather at Calvary to leave 

Tuesday, July 11- Return to Calvary  

Sunday, July 16 – Team reunion dinner after 5pm service 

Fundraising Deadlines 

Sunday, November 6 - $200 deposit due  

Sunday, March 5- 25% ($625) Due 

Friday, April 21– 50% ($1,250) Due  

Sunday, June 11- 100% ($2,500) Due 

 

How to Apply 

Fill out the Short-term Trip application by clicking the link at 
https://calvarywestlake.org/high-school-mission-trips/ .  Please make sure you select 
“Dominican Republic Mission Trip” under Trip Name. The deadline for applications is 
Sunday, October 2.  

You will be contacted by High School ministry staff to follow-up on your application and 
let you know whether you have been approved for the trip by Thursday, October 27.  
 
If approved, a $200 deposit Project Manana Online Form Due (if approved for the trip 
we will email form link to you) is required to secure a spot on the team. This deposit and 
form are due no later than Sunday, April 10. Payment can be made online at 
https://calvarywestlake.org/high-school-mission-trips/ or check made payable to 
Calvary Community Church with HSM Mission Trip 829-3 in memo.   

Following the approved application and deposit, further instructions regarding 
fundraising and team training will be given at the November 6 meeting.   
 
 
 
 
 

 



Passports & Visas   

The deadline to have passports copies turned into Calvary is May 6th This means you 
must have your physical passport in your hands by this date and have turned in a copy 
to Courtney Lopez Courtney.lopez@calvarywestlake.org. 

Routine passport processing ($130) is 8 to 11 weeks and expedite processing (for and 
additional $60) is 5 to 7 weeks.  

To obtain a passport, you will need a certified birth certificate (not the hospital record), 
two passport photos, and a driver’s license. In addition, you will need to pick up a 
passport application from the post office and turn in the requested information to the 
postal clerk for processing with the US Passport Agency. If you don’t have a passport yet 
you should not wait and apply for expedited processing. For further information about 
passport visit https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/passports.html  

Children under age 16 cannot apply for a passport by themselves. 

Both parents/guardians must appear in person with the child and provide consent, 
authorizing passport issuance to the child. If one parent/guardian is unable to appear in 
person, then the DS-11 application must be accompanied by a signed, notarized Form 
DS-3053: Statement of Consent from the non-applying parent/guardian. 

If the child only has one parent/guardian, evidence of sole authority to apply for the 
child must be submitted with the application in the form of a: 

• Court order granting sole legal custody to the applying parent (unless child’s 
travel is restricted by that order) 

• A court order specifically permitting the applying parent to apply for the child’s 
passport 

• Judicial declaration of incompetence of the non-applying parent 
• Death certificate of the non-applying parent 
• Photocopies and notarized copies are not accepted 

 
 
A tourist card fee is required for entrance into the country and is included in the plane 
ticket. 

 
 

 



Immunizations, Vaccines & Medications 

All travelers should be up to date on routine vaccinations before traveling. These 
vaccines include measles-mumps-rubella (MMR) vaccine, diphtheria-tetanus- pertussis 
vaccine, varicella (chickenpox) vaccine, polio vaccine, and your yearly flu shot.   

Covid-19, Hepatitis A and B, and Typhoid Vaccines are recommended by the Center for 
Disease Control for travel to Dominican Republic. 

For a full list of suggested vaccines and medications visit: 
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/traveler/none/dominican-republic 
 
Wellnessmart is a good local option for getting any shots you need but you need a $25 
virtual consultation before getting vaccines. They will also consult you on any other 
questions or concerns you have. 141 Duesenberg Drive Westlake Village, CA 91362 Ph: 
(805) 496-7148 https://wellnessmart.com/travel-medicine/ Please consult your 
physician on recommended vaccinations.  

 

Travel Insurance 

Personal health insurance is required for trip participation.   

In addition to your own personal health insurance policy, travel health insurance will be 
purchased for each trip participant on international trips with a $1,100,000 policy limit 
that is included in the trip fees. This insurance provides major medical benefits, 
emergency medical evacuation, Covid, and repatriation coverage that your primary 
health insurance may not cover for overseas claims. 
 
 
 

Covid Policy’s* 
 

Trip Participants with symptoms within the past 10 days may NOT attend unless a 
negative COVID-19 antigen or NAAT/PCR test taken after the onset of symptoms is 
provided. 
 
Anyone who has been within 6ft of a POSITIVELY TESTED COVID-19 person for more 
than 15 minutes in the last 7 days before the trip are considered a “Close Contact.” 

Covid Testing 
As of right to attend this trip will your child does not need to get covid tested. 
 



 
Close contacts are required to obtain a negative Antigen test 24 hours or less before 
departure, regardless of vaccination status. This negative Antigen test must be done at 
an official testing place (this cannot be an at-home test).  

If you have had a POSITIVE COVID-19 test result from a within the past 90 days, but 
more than 10 days before the trip, you do not need to be tested again 

Masks may be required in some cases while at God Cares school. Masks will be optional 
other times of the trip like the flights, bus rides, and at the guest house. 
 
What happens if someone tests positive for covid leading up to the trip? 
All funds are non-refundable due to the tax-deductible status of the donations but will 
be able to transfer to a 2024 mission trip. 
 
What happens if someone tests positive while on the trip? 
One of the hardest parts of the trip would if someone tests positive for COVID. We with 
our ministry partners have some protocols to minimize the spread of any sickness 
during the trip. If someone starts to feel ill or tests positive the following steps will 
happen: 

• The student’s parent/guardian will be contacted by phone. 
• If someone starts to feel ill and needs to see a doctor, we have access to a local 

clinic where a doctor can attend to them. 
• Close contact roommates may be isolated. 
• If someone tests positive for Covid while on the trip they will be quarantined at a 

local hotel for five to ten (5-10) days with a Calvary leader in a separate room 
next door to the students.  

• We will get food delivered with the help of the Project Manana staff as well as 
get food from local grocery stores delivered.  

• If needed will utilize the travel insurance that we purchase for every team 
member to help cover the costs of this as well as the changed flights. 

• If someone tests positive and has quarantined for 5 days and is not presenting 
symptoms, a doctor can produce a certificate of recovery, which is acceptable to 
return to the states. 

• Leader(s) will accompany the student back home on the flights. 

*These policies could change at any time depending on Country, mission partner, and 
airline requirements. 
 
 


